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paper text:

JEUTHANASIA Key Term: ‘Euthanasia’ an illegal practice in the UK, though
under UK law a fully competent person has the right to refuse treatment. The
issue is a complex one and this is mirrored in the various key terms that are
applied in the euthanasia debate: ‘involuntary euthanasia’ - applies to those
who are unable to request their own death, usually because they are mentally
incompetent. Doctors and family make the decision on their behalf. This term
could be applied to the case of a comatose patient or someone ina
‘Permanent Vegstative State’ (PVS). Yet to kill people, without their consent,
simply because they are old, handicapped, 5r ‘unwanted’ is not euthanasia, it
is straightforward murder! WHY? Because ‘invmuntary euihanasia’ must meet
two aims: {1). Death must end suffering and (2). |t must be in the patient’s own
interest. ‘voluntary euthanasia’ - occurs when & mentally competent person
requests their own death. Many ethicists argue that this should be
permissible because it is equivalent to assisted suicide. Many, like the
“Voluntary Euthanasia Society, campaign to make ‘voluntary euthanasia’ legal
<0 that a pergson may be assisted in their own death in order to end theiv
suffering or pain. This is the root of the modern interprefation of euthanasia
as a 'merey kiling”. The two principles used which attempt to justify ‘'mercy
killing' are {1). the principle of the Quality of Life, and {2). the principle of
autonormy. ‘direct euthanasia’ ~ an intentional act of mercy killing which
involves something specific to end it like a lethal injection. ‘indirect
cuthanasia’ - an intentional act of mercy killing by which death occours as a

side effect of treatment. The intention, however, is 10 erd life. ‘active
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